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With little more
than a verbal de-
scription of a

large, mobile, barbecue
cooker, Todd Riley and his
employees built Terry
Croft a grown man's toy
that he's using to raise
money for area non-profit
organizations.

Croft, a Salem businessman
and owner of Terry Croft Concrete
Products, is fueling his hobby with
a custom-made cooker made from
the shell of a propane tank
mounted on a flatbed trailer.

Soon after pitching his plan last
August to Riley, owner of Riley
Tool & Machine in Marion, Big Boy
BBQ was pulling up to its first
fundraising event. In the four
events that followed, Croft – along
with family and friends – raised
nearly $8,000 for area charities.
With finger-licking good Boston
butts, chickens and bologna served
hot off the grill, Croft is credited
with raising money for Livingston
Central High School, where his
daughter is a sophomore, and his
Livingston County church, among
other non-profits.

“I told him what I wanted and
they built it. They thought I was
nuts,” Croft said about laying out
his plans to Riley last summer.

“I didn't think he was nuts, I

thought it was doable. I didn't
know how far he wanted to take it,
but he wanted to go all out,” Riley
said.

After getting into the hobby of
barbecuing a few years ago, Croft
knew he wanted greater conve-
nience and mobility. He started
with a 350-gallon propane tank do-
nated by Harris Gas and a 16-foot
trailer with a wooden floor. 

For six weeks, Riley and right-
hand-man David Smith engineered
and fabricated the cooker, welding
and making a door and a slide-out
cook surface from a shaker screen.
The trailer has sheet metal walls
topped with wooden serving tables
and a cooker handle made from a

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS
Terry Croft (right) of Salem employed the skills of David Smith (left) and Todd Riley (cen-
ter) of Riley Tool & Machine in Marion to make a mobile barbecue grill that is raising
money for local  non-profit organizations.

Custom-made, mobile cooker fits
Livingston man’s needs like glove

Something’s cookin’

See CCUUSSTTOOMM/Page 3B

The Hardin's home on Old Salem Road is a family treasure with a large, private

back yard, situated on 10 acres inside the Marion city limits. Above, there can't be

many bathrooms like this one. Pippi Hardin let his imagination escape to foreign

lands when he designed this Egyptian themed bathroom.

When Pippi and Phillis Hardin began
remodeling Pippi's family home, they
had an agreement. He'd leave her

alone to design the kitchen, and in exchange,
she would let him make the downstairs bath-
room his special project.

They both held up their end of the deal, but it was Phillis who got a
wake-up call in the kitchen.

“We worked on the house about a year, and when we got ready to
start on the kitchen, our girls kept telling me to rip out all the kitchen
cabinets. I hated to do that, but I started looking at new cabinets and
was having a hard time because I didn't think new cabinets would look
right in this house” Phillis said. “One night, I was standing here by
myself looking at them, and as I turned to leave and turned off the
light, the phone rang.”

“There was no phone service in the house, it would only work to
dial 911,” Pippi said, adding to the eeriness of the situation.

“I answered the phone like someone would be there – which obvi-
ously there wasn't – and said, 'OK Martha, the cabinets stay.”

The couple laughs now, though insisting it was a sign from Pippi's
late mother, Martha Davidson Hardin, to keep the old cabinets.

With contractor Keith Meteja's expertise in restoring old homes,
the Hardins embarked on a year-long effort to remodel Pippi's fam-
ily home on Old Salem Road in 2007.

According to family lore, it started as “a little square house” built
in the late 1880s by Pippi's great-great-grandparents, who were part
of the Stevens clan. The house remained in the family, and be-
longed to R.P. Davidson, who was Crittenden County clerk; then
Pippi's parents, Ewell “Junior” Hardin and Martha Davidson Hardin,
lived in the house. Upon Martha's death, Pippi and Phillis decided to
sell their house on Bellville Street and move to the home where
Pippi was born. He is the fifth generation in his family to live in the
house.

“I know it was Pippi's family's house, but I grew up here along
with them, loving them like they were mine, in fact I worked with
R.P. for six years in the clerk's office,” Phillis said.

Not a single room has been untouched by the Hardin's labors;
however, they were very cautious to maintain its late 19th century
charm – including the rugged upstairs banister, interior stained

glass, and yes, the kitchen cabinets. They did, however, add a large den to accommodate their
family – daughters Vicki, Stefanie and Kayla, and their families.

Major overhauls were done in the kitchen, bathrooms and master bedroom.
“Keith built new doors for the kitchen cabinets, added a space for a built-in microwave, in-

stalled bead board on the walls and added an island with yellow and blue tile.
“I didn't want a kitchen table, because it seemed like that is where everyone always stayed, but

I looked the other day, and you know where we were? All around the island,” Phillis laughed.
The first project in the restoration was the master bedroom, which the Hardins made out of
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Farmhouse in family since 1880s
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www.johnsonsfurn.com

118 N. Main Street
Marion, KY 42064
270.965.4242

126 W. Main Street
Princeton, KY 42445

270.365.3882

212 E. Main Street
Murray, KY 42071
270.753.7606

GET YOURGET YOUR
PLUMBING ANDPLUMBING AND

ELECTRICAL JOBSELECTRICAL JOBS
UNDER CONTROLUNDER CONTROL

820 S. Main St., Marion, KY 42064 

((227700)) 996655--22770000
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Come See Alan, Phillis & Donald at

Hours: M-F 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

TERRY L. FORD
INSURANCE AGENCY

270-965-2239
221 East Bellville Street
Marion, Kentucky 42064
www.terrylford.com

Proud Member of
Three Rivers Home Builders Association #1850

We have the cash!
Home Improvements

Spring Projects
Car Repair

Vacations

Call or Stop In Today!
* Loans subject to our credit policy

PERSONAL FINANCE COMPANY
261 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY • 270-965-0806

Tiffany Rolley, Manager

Spring
Spruce-Up!

OFFERING:
• Contractors General Liability
• Builderʼs Risk
• Workerʼs Compensation
YYaarrbbrroouugghh IInnssuurraannccee

113 West Gum St., Marion, KY
Phone (270) 965-3133
Fax (270) 965-2130

• Homeowners
• Commercial 
• Bonds

Member Three Rivers Home Builders Association

Vinyl • Chain Link • Wood
ACTION FENCE CO.

Licensed • Insured
204 Farris Street
Salem, Kentucky 42078

Larry Gibson 
Owner

Free Estimates 
270-988-4086

PLUMB PERFECTION

Septic Systems, Sewer Lines, 
Water Lines, Backhoe Work, Trenching

Timothy Grau II
Cell: 270-704-0530

David Maddux
Cell: 270-994-3143

Licenced and Insured

P.O. Box 412 • Marion, KY 42064
Office 270.965.4216 • Fax 270.965.4049
Todd & Michelle Reddick - 270.875.8275

• EXCAVATION
• SITE CLEARING 
• POND WORK 
• CONCRETE
• METAL 

BUILDINGS

NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Shrubs
Perennials
Mulch, Ground Cover

Potted Roses
Trees: 
Shade, Fruit, Ornamental

Decorative Stone for Patio, Walks & Water Gardens
7497 U.S. 60
Between Sturgis & Morganfield, KY. (270) 333-2222

• Design and Installation Available •

STATEPOINT MEDIA

For years, homeowners
looked to increase the value of
their houses to turn a profit when
they sold them a few years later.
In today's economy, because fam-
ilies are planning on living in
their homes longer term, these
living spaces now need to be-
come more meaningful.  

The warmer months are a
great time to get started on small
projects to help you better enjoy
your house. For some homeown-
ers this means repurposing
rooms to make them more func-
tional. For others, it's about mak-
ing outdoor spaces focal points
for entertaining. 

"During the housing boom,
people viewed their homes as in-
vestment properties and flip-
pable," says architect Kevin
Harris, a member of The Ameri-
can Institute of Architects (AIA)
and former chair of its small pro-
jects committee.  

"For most families, their house
is their largest investment, and
while resale value is important,
so is livability. It's time to rethink
and rearrange our houses to be
homes and use them for what
they are really for - spending
quality time with family and
friends," he adds. 

Before embarking on im-
provement projects to make your
home more livable, consider the
following: 

� Plan Properly: Architects
who specialize in residential ren-
ovations can help you recognize
what works and what doesn't.
Their design skills will ensure
your home will accommodate
your family's needs within an af-
fordable budget. An architect
also can help "green" your home,
making it more environmen-
tally-friendly and energy effi-

cient, resulting in ongoing cost
savings.  

� Bigger Isn't Always Better:
You may not need major im-
provements. Small changes can
have big impact. One home-
owner, for example, lived in a
"railroad" style home where you
had to pass through one room to
get to the other, which was a hin-
drance during parties. After con-
sulting an architect he realized

he didn't need major renovations.
He simply needed to add a door-
way so the middle room could be
accessed from another entrance
to change the flow.  

� Rethink Existing Spaces:
Sometimes you don't need to add
a room, just rethink and repur-
pose an existing one. Most older
homes were built with formal
dining rooms that are only used
once or twice a year. Consider in-

expensively converting your un-
used dining room into a guest
bedroom, home office, music
room or library. A garage can be-
come a family room, or an out-
door storage room can be
converted into a summer
kitchen. Think of the ebb and
flow of your household, and be
creative with what you have.   

* Consider Changing Things
Back: For a while, the trend was
to create separate state-of-the-art,
theater-style media rooms. How-
ever, this design was isolated
from the rest of the home and
family members' activities. Now,
media rooms are integrated into
family rooms to create more of a
den experience.  

� Look Outdoors for More
Living Space: Outdoor living
spaces easily can be designed for
year-round use. Not only do they
increase a house's value, they fa-
cilitate friendship with neighbors,
by increasing your ability to en-
tertain larger groups. Outdoor
spaces can include covered
porches, summer kitchens,
portable BBQ pits and outdoor
fireplaces, all of which can be
outfitted to increase your home's
energy efficiency. A covered
porch only costs the price of
some roofing and flooring, and
decks can be built with inexpen-
sive pressure-treated wood.  

”Any home improvement
project should help your family
connect and enjoy the house
more thoroughly. And by plan-
ning ahead with an architect, you
can keep costs down," says Harris

STATEPOINT MEDIA PHOTO
You can inexpensively repurpose existing rooms to make
them more usable and comfortable for the family.

More online
For more home improvement 
ideas or to find a local architect
www.aia.org

Small changes can turn house into home



Optional
full extension hardware,
self-closing mechanisms,

dove-tailed drawers

Easy
Maintenance
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Specialty Designs treated me like family
while helping me design the kitchen I wanted in my
new home. Saburina and her staff were very helpful
to offer suggestions for an efficient space and
the end result was something I’m very proud of.

Janet Pierce

“
”

SSppeecciiaallttyySaburina Hodge, Owner

NO
Particle Board or
Furniture Board

Cabinets for
every budget without

the long delays

Cabinetry for
all rooms featuring all
wood construction

21286 Marion Rd., Fredonia, KY • 270-545-3666
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• Custom Hand Rails & Gates
• Decorative Garden Accents
• Decorative Wrought Iron
• Welding & Fabrication

To Meet Your Needs
531 Moore Street
Marion, Kentucky

270-965-3005
www.rileymachine.com

Call For Free Estimates

KENNY LOCKE
270-704-5407

Specializing in:
Roofing

Vinyl Siding 
Kitchen 

Remodeling
Small Jobs to 
Large Projects

Locke
BUILDING &

REMODELING

Keith Young 
Construction, Inc.
SSeerrvviinngg LLaakkeess AArreeaa && SSuurrrroouunnddiinngg CCoo..’’ss SSiinnccee 11998888

Custom Homes A-Z
Remodel Kitchen & Bath
Vinyl Siding & Windows
Agriculture Buildings & Garages

Kuttawa, KY
Home: 270-388-2077
Cell: 270-836-5129

Member N.A.H.B. and Three Rivers H.B.A.
General Contractor

STATEPOINT MEDIA

Making your home stand out in a crowd –
or fit in better with its surroundings – can help
enhance its curb appeal. But most homeown-
ers don't want to undertake expensive home
improvements, like replacing the roof, win-
dows or doors. 

Something as simple and affordable as
painting your home's exterior can improve its
appearance and distinguish your house in
today's soft real estate market. Painting vinyl

or aluminum siding
is an option in lieu of
replacing it. If you
don't want to tackle
the large project of
repainting your en-
tire house, painting
your front door or
trim can do wonders. 

"Painting is a great way to give your home
a facelift to enhance its overall look," said Ann
McGuire, founder of Beehive Studios and
color consultant to Valspar, a global leader in
paint. "However, if you're not ready to paint
your entire house a new color, try experi-
menting with the front door to give your
house character." 

Regardless of the scope of your painting
project, it is important to consider color, style
and the correct type of paint. 

� Select the Right Finish: The proper finish
or sheen to use depends on the surface you are
painting. A flat or matte finish hides imper-
fections and is typically used for the main sur-
face of your house, trim, shutters and eaves. A
satin finish also is low sheen and can be used
on the bulk of your home. Semi-gloss paint
yields a shinier finish that is used primarily for
doors, trim and shutters. 

� Make the Door Pop: When choosing a
front door color, find a warm, inviting color
that complements existing materials. Don't be
afraid to pick a bold color for the door. For ex-
ample, rich red colors work well, such as
Valspar Ultra Premium Berry Blush 1004-1A
or La Fonda Antique Red 2002-5A. For a luxu-
rious, creamy look, a gloss or semi-gloss exte-
rior paint works best, like Duramax Satin
Finish.  

� Consider Your Neighbors: When paint-
ing your entire house, it's nice to harmonize
with your neighbors. Drawing from your
neighbors' color palettes will make your home
appear bigger than it actually is because it
blends into its surroundings. If matching
scares you, you can still make your house
unique by incorporating color into the door,
trim or shutters.  

� Match Paint to Architecture: The type of
home you have should inspire the paint color
you choose. For instance, the Colonial style,
the most popular home style in the U.S., em-
phasizes order and simplicity. A wide range of
colors work well on Colonial homes, from
bright yellows like Oatlands Yellow 3004-6B to
darker grays such as Ocean Storm 4004-2B. By
contrast, today's Contemporary homes give

the impression that anything goes, so edgier
colors like Baked Scone 3007-8B or Roasted
Coffee 2009-10 can work well. 

� Test Things Out: Whether you are com-
mitting to painting your whole house or just
the front door, pick-up a sample can and test
the color on the actual structure before you
make a final decision. The color you see on a
paint chip or in the paint can does not always
appear the same on the surface. By perform-
ing a test, you can also observe the paint at var-
ious times of day to see how sun affects the
color.  

"No matter if you paint your whole house
or just your front door, with the proper color
selection, painting can boost curb appeal,
make your neighbors green with envy or even
spark the interest of a buyer," adds McGuire. 

STATEPOINT MEDIA PHOTO
Just the right splash of color on your homeʼs exterior can instantly enhance its curb
appeal, but just as important is the type of paint you may choose.

More
online
Help for choosing colors
colorbuzz.valsparblog.com
www.valspar.com

Proper color choice adds to curb appeal

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS
David Smith of Riley Tool & Machine shows off the business end of a mobile barbecue grill for
Terry Croft that is raising money for local non-profit organizations.

broken shovel. Yes, a broken
shovel.

"I couldn't find anything, and
saw that in my shop and thought,
'maybe this will work,' and it did,"
Riley says. "It was our design to
have a sliding pull out shelf for
the cooker, so when guys are
cooking they don't have to reach
so far into the cooker and the
smoke won't be up in their face."

Riley has made cookers in the
past, but nothing to this extreme.
Admittedly, some of the design
was tricky, but the end product is
an eye-catcher, complete with
vinyl lettering and logos of each
of Big Boys BBQ sponsors – Har-
ris Gas, Riley Tool & Machine,

Croft Concrete and Dunkerson
Paving. 

"I called (Riley) once and
asked him how he was making it,
and he said 'I can't sleep thinking
about this cooker,'" Croft said.

The device is heated by gas
but burns wood to enhance fla-
vor, so Riley and Smith had to
design metal racks to hold two
five-gallon propane tanks and a
fire box welded to the actual
cooker. It has two temperature
gauges, cleanout valves on the
underbelly of the stove, jack
stands and specially-made de-
tachable steps used to climb up
onto the trailer.

To enhance his efforts, Croft
mounted racks for dual deep fry-
ers, added a wood box and a

truck-bed tool box in which he
stores his cooking supplies.

Riley and Croft advise to
"never price your hobby," but
Croft says when his sideline job
becomes too much like work,
he'll quit.

As soon as warm weather re-
turns, he plans to load up the
cooker and start hauling it to var-
ious functions – two of which are
already scheduled for late spring
– and agreed to help Riley at a
tailgating event before a Critten-
den County fooball game this
fall.

"We started tailgating parties
last year, and I'm planning to
make myself something like
this," Riley said. "I've already got
the tank cut and ready to go."

Custom-made, mobile cooker fits
Livingston man’s needs like glove

Continued from 1B

Home repairs
and fix-ups
don’t end in 
the spring!

Advertise 
your services in 

The Crittenden Press 
classifieds and be 

seen year-round



Licensed
Insured

Marion, Kentucky

New Roofs • Layovers 
Repairs • Tear Offs
Locally Owned & Operated

Free Estimates

CALL ARCHIE STOWE
270-704-3664
All Work Guaranteed For 1 Year

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
Bluegrass Vinyl
1850 Mt. Zion Church Rd., Marion, KY 42064

6 Miles East of Marion (Follow Signs)
(270) 965-5803

CUSTOM
BUILT 

WINDOWS

Your Complete Window Shop

We Manufacture 
Replacement

Vinyl Windows

44 The Crittenden Press • Thursday, March 19, 2009 HOME&GARDEN

TINSLEY
Electrical Service
P.O. Box 502 • Salem, KY 42078
(270) 988-2638 • 559-5904

Residential/Commercial Wiring

Mobile Home
Service Installations

- No Job Too Small -
Call Us For All Of 

Your Electrical Needs

ETHERIDGE 
TREE SERVICE

Trimming • Topping
Complete Removal

55ʼ Bucket Truck

270-704-0215

Smithʼs 
Tree 

Service
16 Years Experience with
Bucket Truck & Chipper

Quality Work
FREE ESTIMATES

965-4742 or 704-5822

Too busy to clean?
Let us do it for you!!!
Call the experts...

YOU’VE GOT IT MAID
First five rooms $39.95/ Each additional room $9.95*

Residential & Commercial Offices
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

We Do Spring Cleaning
Weekly•Bi-Weekly•Monthly

Call 
270-449-4243

Free Estimates
*Pricing estimate based on three bedroom 2 bath homes 1200-1400 sq. ft.

Husqvarna • Scag • Echo
Gravely • Ariens • ATVs & UTVs

We Can Service Your Lawnmowers Now!
All Makes & Models (Excudes Kubota)

14721 US Hwy 60 W.
Sullivan, KY

Trey Hodge, Owner

270-333-4717
hodgesales@hotmail.com

www.hodgesales.com

HODGE
SALES & SERVICE LLC

What Mower Could You Ask?!UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

Do-It-Yourself (D-I-Y) projects
have become much easier for the
average person. New develop-
ments in paints, papers, glues,
seals, power tools and other tools
and supplies have made good re-
sults possible with less time and
previous experience needed. A
1997 home survey of nearly 5000
consumers revealed that 52 per-
cent liked and worked with D-I-Y
home improvement projects.

User-friendly, step-by-step di-
rections are available for laying
floors and tile, installing shelves
and paneling, making curtains
and blinds and creating soft fur-
nishings. The secret of success is
not to aim too high on beginning
projects. Learn to do simple, low
cost projects. After you build your
skills and confidence, move on to
bigger projects. 

A redecorating project doesn’t
have to set off flurries of anxiety.
Major remodeling efforts, such as
putting up or taking down walls,
rewiring electrical systems or
adding a room, require at least
the advice and counsel of a pro-
fessional as well as more skills
with tools and housing structures.
Many decorating update projects,
however, require only a commit-
ment, a carefully laid plan and
some shopping around for sup-
plies.

Function and comfort are key
factors to any project. Consider
the way you live. Learn your likes
and dislikes in home design. Put
possibility thinking to work! Look
at ideas that might work for you
whether they are current trends
or practical D-I-Y investments.

For every D-I-Y project there is
a trade-off with time vs. money.
Studies have shown that a project
that takes a professional contrac-
tor 40 hours to do will take an ex-
pert amateur 48 hours, someone

handy with some experience 60
hours and a beginner 80 hours.
Learning to do skills well pays off
in real money savings!

Consider your own hourly
wage for working on a project.
Then figure out how long it will
take to complete the project.
Compare this cost with the cost of
buying new or having the project
done by someone else. Other
questions to consider are:

� Do I have that much time?
� Will I like doing it or learn

anything from it?
� Do I have the skills to do it

all?
� Do I have someplace to go

for advice if I get stuck in the
middle of the project?

� Do I have the tools or can I

borrow them?
� Do I know what materials

are needed?
� Can I buy them at a rea-

sonable cost?

EVALUATING D-I-Y PROJECTS
This chart lists suggestions for

decorating update projects in var-
ious price categories. Prices vary
depending upon locale, size of
project and individual needs. The
chart, however, can help you

make decisions on the projects
you can do and those that you
will want to hire done for you ei-
ther now or at a later date. As you
review the chart, think about
where you can get the best return
for the time, energy and money
spent.

Remember to planlan care-
fully and never rush into a D-I-Y
project. The unexpected, unfore-
seen and unusual can and proba-
bly will happen.

LOG HOMES OF KENTUCKY

HOME 270-988-2353
CELL 270-704-3156

SALES & DEALER REPRESENTATIVE

D-I-Y projects easier than ever before

TERRY CROFT
Concrete Products & Backhoe Service
Installing Water Lines, Sewer Lines, 

Septic Tank Systems and Pumping Septic Tanks

Shop - (270) 988-3313    Home - (270) 988-3856

We Also Manufacture:
Concrete Septic Tanks, 

Water and Feeder
Troughs, and More.

Storm Shelters Call Us About Our
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BOBBY HOWARD’S
GARAGE DOORS

Sales • Service • Installation
Commercial & Residential

Mini-Warehouse Doors • Roll-Up Doors
Service & Repair On 

Garage Door Openers & Garage Doors
Open 6 Days A Week
20 Years Experience

Salem, KY • (270) 988-2568 • (270) 508-0043
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

rrs TM

Your Furniture StoreYour Furniture Store
For All Seasons!For All Seasons!

Comfort, Style and Classic Settings Is What Youʼll Find In Our Show Rooms

LADD RENTALS & SALES, INC.
EQUIPMENT RENTALS & SALES

747 U.S. HIGHWAY 641 N  •  EDDYVILLE, KY 42038

(270) 388-9231
STATEPOINT MEDIA

As consumers spend more
time at home, it's no surprise
many are enhancing their exist-
ing living spaces. In particular,
this season homeowners are em-
bracing value-added decorating
changes outdoors.  

"Homeowners recognize an
investment in curb appeal is a
cost they'll likely recoup, so
they're willing to make new pur-
chases in this area. As they re-
design outdoor spaces, many
homeowners are enhancing ex-
isting decks and walkways, while
others even are installing expan-
sive outdoor kitchens or entire
great rooms," says Jack Miller, se-
nior product manager at Kichler
Lighting. 

Expanding outdoor living
areas means manufacturers are
getting creative in product devel-
opment, combining new design
trends with creative lighting
schemes for spaces that can be
enjoyed day and night. 

Among the newest trends in
these areas: 

� Outdoor Fans: Homeown-
ers want to enjoy their outdoor
spaces without being consumed
by outdoor heat. Outdoor fans
cool a space while also lending a
stylish accent. These days, some
fans even feature built-in light-
ing, so they can be used once
evening sets in. For instance,
Kichler offers several outdoor
decorative ceiling fans that coor-
dinate with other landscape of-
ferings. Many even incorporate
reversible blades with different
finishes on each side, giving
homeowners enhanced flexibil-
ity. 

� Slate: Slate has long been
used in outdoor pathways and
walkways. Now, slate and other
natural materials are being in-
corporated into other outdoor el-
ements, such as outdoor
furniture and landscape lighting
fixtures. Popular this year are
mission-style path lights that
combine the richness of mission
aesthetics with the beauty of nat-
ural slate.  

�Green, Energy-Saving Prod-
ucts: Everyone is buzzing about

going green and looking for new
ways to save on electricity bills.
LED lighting, an ultra energy-ef-
ficient light source, uses 75 per-
cent less electricity than typical
incandescent lighting products.
With this in mind, lighting com-
panies like Kichler are offering a
variety of outdoor LED fixtures. 

"Landscape lighting is left on
for several hours at a time, so en-
ergy-efficient solutions are ex-
tremely important outdoors.
Recognizing this, we've designed
LED deck lights, step lights, path
lights and accent lights to ensure
every area of the landscape can
be illuminated efficiently," says
Miller. "Our LED products emit
the warm, white light homeown-
ers have come to expect from
their lighting, and have the
added bonus of low energy con-
sumption." 

� Lighted Potted Planters:
Flowers and plants are great in-
expensive decorating accents.
They can help small spaces ap-
pear larger and add warmth to
larger areas. New this season are
standing lighted planters that
spread beautiful shadows on path
and patio surfaces and wall-
mounted planters that spotlight
flowers at eye level. 

� Owls: It's the year of the
owl. New owl-inspired decora-
tions are making a statement in-
doors and out. Decorative owls
have become particularly trendy
in outdoor spaces, adding a wel-
coming, natural presence and an
exciting accent. With an eye on
this trend, Kichler is offering a
decorative owl fixture with a nat-
ural-looking owl perched on a
lighted tree branch. 

As you nest at home this sea-
son, go ahead and enjoy the out-
doors. With a few well-placed
lighting accents, plants and dec-
orations, your outdoor space can
easily and inexpensively become
a winning focal point of your
home. 

Expanding outdoor
living areas grows
as popular trend

More online
Illuminating your outdoors
www.landscapelighting.com

INTERNET IMAGE
Creative outdoor decorations and lighting complement a
home's architecture.



UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

Creative window treatments
are a key element in decorating
any home. Stylishly dressed win-
dows make a room seem com-
plete and add the finishing touch
to the overall decor. Some treat-
ments are dramatic and become
the focal point of a room while
others are subtle and complement
existing decorating features. With
a century of creative ideas as ref-
erence, the options for today’s win-
dow treatments seem limitless.

Window treatments serve vari-
ous functions in addition to their
aesthetic qualities. They can con-
trol light, affect air circulation, in-
sulate against weather and noise
and provide privacy. They can also
enhance a beautiful view or cam-
ouflage an unpleasant one. When
selecting a window treatment,
carefully consider which func-
tion(s) should be the first priority.

HISTORY
New building construction and

the remodeling of older buildings
keep the demand and interest for
updated and practical window
treatments in the forefront of in-
terior design. Historically, fabric
window treatments meant pinch-
pleated draperies. Then four-inch
rod pocket curtains came into
style and were soon followed by
more options in decorative rods
and poles. This trend led to an em-
phasis on tab-top curtain treat-
ments. Now the trend is turning
toward shirred curtains and
scarves. Unique window treat-
ments are now possible simply by
selecting different combinations
of curtains, top treatments and ac-
cessories.

Blinds and shades have also
changed over the years. Venetian
blinds and Austrian shades of the
1950's gave way to Roman and fab-
ric shades. Puffy balloon and
cloud shades were replaced with
mini, vertical and micro blinds.
Today, horizontal two-inch wood
blinds are enjoying a revival.
Many designers now use a combi-
nation of blinds and shades with
fabrics, especially top treatments.

FABRIC
The end of the 20th century

features window treatments that
are soft and layered with sheer
curtains and scarves often used to
achieve this look. Interesting
color, texture and pattern combi-
nations show up in both casual
and formal styles. Many choices in
fabrics are available, including
printed formal and plaid sheers,
embroidered and crushed voiles,
fancy batistes and a variety of
laces. These fabrics are often lay-
ered with sheer curtain over sheer
curtain or tiered with more classic
forms, such as crisp panels or non-
fabric treatments.

Pattern choices in fabrics are
limitless. Popular themes found in
fabric motifs include:

� Floral and fruit patterns with
an occasional butterfly.

� Classical and Renaissance
motifs, softened by draping the
fabric and accenting with scarves,
trims and accessories.

� Prehistory or ancient history
motifs include fossils, engravings
and ancient drawings.

� Classic stripes, simple plaids
and tone-on-tone solids in inter-
esting textures that mix well with
other fabrics and add dimension
to the soft looks.

Polyester and cotton are domi-
nant fibers used in window fabrics.
Sheer curtains are most often 100
percent polyester with special
chemical treatments sometimes
used to create iridescent or soft
faux suede finishes. Both 100 per-
cent cotton fabric and blends com-
bining cotton with polyester,
linen, silk, or rayon are popular
choices. Cotton finishes vary
widely and may include a sateen
finish, brushed for a soft hand,
and dramatically woven into
damasks or brocades. Other op-
tions, such as wool and plush vel-
vets, are seasonal favorites or used
for special areas.

TRIMS
Watch for trims on all types of

fabrics and treatments! Trims add
interest and draw attention to

draperies, top treatments, swags
and scarves. Delicate fringe out-
lines scarf edges while tasseled
fringe adds interest to sheers.
Welting cord and braids add dis-
tinction to cornices and valances.
Layers of cords and tassels be-
come accents over curtains and
valances. Braided cord tie-backs,
tassels, buttons and rosettes ac-
cessorize window treatments and
coordinate with table linens,
lamps, bedspreads and furniture.
Creativity with trims is the key to
a one-of-a-kind window treat-
ment.

Consider the cost if you’re
planning to add trims to decora-
tor fabrics. The cost of the trim
may exceed the cost of the fabric
itself. Add it up first! Be sure to
figure the total cost of the win-
dow treatment, including trims
and accessories, before making a
final purchase decision.

Another factor to consider is
care and maintenance of the win-
dow treatment. Care instructions
for the trim, as well as for the fab-
ric itself, must be taken into ac-
count. If a dry-clean-only trim is
used on a washable sheer curtain,
the sheer curtain then becomes
dry clean only. This problem
could be solved by attaching the
trim so it could easily be re-
moved during laundering.

TOP TREATMENTS
Valances and cornices have

played an important role in the
history of window treatments,
and they are still key elements in
window decor for many homes
and businesses. Soft and struc-
tured top treatments are used ei-
ther by themselves or combined
with draperies, curtains, blinds or
shades.

Top treatment styling varies
greatly. You’ll see pleats, points,
scallops, cuffs, gathers, tabs, ties
and layers. Drapery workrooms
create many unusual treatments,
but no-sew and quick-sew tech-
niques offer lower-cost options.
Experienced sewers may use
structured sewing methods and
more detailed styling while new
sewing aids are available for
those with little time or limited
sewing skills. Linens, towels and
sheets offer quick remedies for
curtains and top treatments. No-
sew methods drape, fold, knot
and shape fabrics into the desired
style while various tapes, pins,
tacks, hook-and-loop fasteners
and holders secure the fabric in
place.

Swags, cascades and jabots are
classics that appear individually
and in combinations. Styling vari-
ations include formal, casual,
overlapped, tied and crossed op-
tions. Swags and cascades take on
a new ambiance when slipped
through sconces, draped over
rods and poles or knotted in
place.

Cornices add variety and in-
terest. Wooden cornices come in
various styles with natural or
painted finishes or covered with
fabric. Use them separately or
combined with other fabric treat-
ments over blinds and shades.

HARDWARE AND ACCESSORIES
The vast array of accessories

provides one of the most dra-
matic changes in window treat-
ments. Although decorative
poles have traditionally been
used, fancy finials and rings add
variety and interest. Choices now
include decorative brackets, end
caps, scarf holders, sconces and
hold-backs along with window art
and jewelry. Use these items ei-
ther alone or in combinations.

Wood, acrylic, brass and
wrought iron hardware and ac-
cessories are available in a variety
of finishes for casual or formal
styles. Unfinished wood poles can
be covered with wallpaper or fab-
ric or decorated with a paint fin-
ish, (plain, sponging, ragging or
colorwashing). Pole sizes vary in
length and diameter. Finials in a
design of your choice individual-
ize each treatment. Concealed
and decorative tie-back holders
and swag holders add still more
options.

Don’t forget the more tradi-
tional sash, curtain, café, tension
and traverse rods. Some decora-

tive traverse rods can be con-
verted into poles. Sash and ten-
sion rods are good choices for
layered looks since they can be
placed close to the glass. Use ten-
sion rods for inside-frame instal-
lation since they won’t damage
the woodwork. They’re also
handy for metal frame windows
and for frequent movers. Mag-
netic brackets are also available
for metal frame window installa-
tion.

Several child safety features
are available. A power remote
control system eliminates cords
and their danger. Remote control
features are popular for conve-
nience, too. Prevent accidents by
using breakapart tassels on blind
pulls. They’ll snap apart when a
small amount of pressure is ap-
plied. Some companies have re-
placed chain draws with a wand
that’s not as accessible to children
and pets. Your current window
treatments can be adapted for
safety by adding such items as
cord clips and tension tools or
ties.

Give your decor a dramatic
and personal touch with new ac-
cessories and supports. Be cre-
ative, but keep in mind that they
can add substantially to the cost
of the total window treatment.

BLINDS AND SHADES
Blinds and shades are enjoy-

ing renewed consumer interest.
Manufacturers offer many new
products in a wide variety of
styles, colors and innovations. For
instance, look for blinds that
repel dust. One model reduces
static electricity which in turn
helps to keep dust from collect-
ing on the surface. Another has
an ion alignment that repels dust
particles. When shopping for
blinds, especially the two-inch or
larger slats, these dust repellents
could be an important factor.

Retail stores and designers
show creative stylings and innov-
ative mechanics to update tradi-
tional products. They offer many
variations of blinds and shades,
including wood, vinyl and alu-
minum blinds; slat widths from
½- to 2-inches or more; horizon-
tal and vertical slats; cellular,
pleated, coach shades; and other
softly-styled fabric shades. Each
category has a variety of features
and qualities. Prices vary accord-
ing to size, material, styling and
installation.

SELECTING A BLIND OR SHADE
Select a window treatment

with an eye both toward function
and the styling effect desired.
Consider first the functions de-
sired from the window treatment.
How important are privacy, light
control, insulation/energy effi-
ciency and maintenance? Which
blind or shade is best suited for
the job? Then develop a treat-
ment that will accomplish the
needs within your current deco-
rating style. Review the options
on price and selection to achieve
the desired look. The chart on the
previous page will help you eval-
uate each style.
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www.thepeoplesbank-ky.com
116 South Main Street • Marion, KY 42064

270-965-3188
**Annual Percentage Rate.  The Prime Rate as of March 17, 2009 is 3.25%.  The Annual Percentage Rate is variable and may change daily.
Minimum APR is 5.50%.  Maximum APR is 18.00%.  A 1% of principal balance payment monthly or interest only monthly is required.  
10-year term. **Maximum of 80% combined loan to value. A combined loan to value at 80% to 90% equals a rate equal to Prime variable
and may change daily.  No closing costs or fees if monthly payment is automatically drafted from The Peoples Bank checking account. If 
payment is not automatically drafted, fees and closing costs will not exceed $350.00. Subject to credit approval.  Limited time offer.

Consult a tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest costs.

IInnttrroodduucciinngg tthhee NNeeww........
Peoples HomeLine

5.50% APR**
Prime minus 0.50%

Right now, we’re offering home equity lines of credit with some of the best rates around. 
At The Peoples Bank we strive to always give you the best service. So whether you 

need a new car, an addition to your home or just want a vacation...

There is no better time than now to let us wwoorrkk ffoorr YYoouu!!

Mystic Waters & Gardens

4002 US 60 E., Marion, KY • 270-704-1027
www.mysticwatersandgardens.com

rrs TMg

Let Us Help You Plan The Perfect Garden Wedding!
We Can Simply Provide The Location or Coordinate 
Your Wedding From Beginning To End.
We Supply Everything From Florals For The Bridal 
Party To Reception Décor And Refreshments.
Have Your Ceremony On The Banks Of Our 
Beautifully Landscaped Pond or Choose One of 
Our Garden “Rooms” As Your Venue.
Call For An Appointment And We’ll Show You Just What We Have To Offer!

Garden 
Weddings

NOBODY BEATS THE
MORGANFIELD

HOME CENTER PRICE!

Our new location features a 15,000 sq. ft. Show Room and Home Center located next to Wal-Mart Supercenter.
Serving others as we like to be served! 

We’re helping you build toward a better future!

• Lumber 
• Building 

Materials 
• Paint 
• Cabinets 
• Tools

Professional
Installation
Available!

• Electrical 
• Decks 
• Plumbing 
• Siding 
• Insulation

Morganfield 
Home Center

Your Lumber Company
925 U.S. Hwy 60 E., Morganfield, KY

270-389-3824
mhc.doitbest.com

Window treatments key 
to decorating your home

WILLIAMS BROTHERS 
CONSTRUCTION

Eugene & Darrell Williams
2581 S.R. 654 S., Marion, KY

270-704-0877

ROOFING &
REMODELING 

Free Estimates
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Making Your 
Building Dreams A Reality!
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • ADDITIONS • REMODELING

JAMES PENN 
CONSTRUCTION

270-965-4911

with

Main Office
201 South Main Street
Marion, KY 42064-0151

(270) 965-3106

Salem Office
216 West Main Street
Salem, KY 42078-0005

(270) 988-9000

Marion Branch
203 North Main Street
Marion, KY 42064-0151

(270) 965-1845

What is home? How would you
define it? We at Farmers Bank
and Trust Company believe
home is a balance. Not just in
a checkbook but in all of life.

Home is living well and living
free. Free from constant 
financial worry. Free to have
the time, peace of mind and
the money to do the things 
you want to do and enjoy life.
Weʼre here to help you 
accomplish that.

Farmers ACCESS Line - (270) 965-4874 • 1-800-701-4340
Farmers ACCESS Online - www.farmersbankmarion.com

MOW PRO INC.
C O M P L E T E  L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E  e s t .  2 0 0 0

We will provide quality services to all of our commercial and residential customers.

FREE ESTIMATES   •   LICENSED & INSURED
“Serving Western Kentucky & Hardin Co., Illinois”
STEPHEN SMITH/OWNER • 270.965.0022 or 969.0739

Hereʼs a list of our services we offer to all our customers:
• Commercial/Residential Mowing
• Ultra Vac Leaf Removal
• Gutter Cleaning/
Spring Clean Ups

• Mulching/Landscape Maintenance, 
Plus New Installation

• Fertilization/Overseeding
• Aeration/Light Tree Trimming

STATEPOINT MEDIA
There's nothing like enjoying

a meal on your deck, entertain-
ing friends and family at a back-
yard barbecue, or simply
relaxing outside in your favorite
chair. But before you fire up the
grill, you need to make sure your
deck has endured the elements
and is ready for the spring sea-
son.  

"The abuse a deck surface
takes from the weather, foot traf-
fic, barbeques, and food and
drink spills can create both sur-
face and structural problems.
Moisture also can be a hazard
when a deck is located around a
pool area, or if it is continually
sprayed with water from a sprin-
kler," says Sean Morris, product
manager for Cabot Woodcare. 

"Homeowners who do not
properly clean and seal their
decks, will find them turning
gray and dingy, while the wood
surfaces may begin to crack, split
and warp," he adds.  

There are several steps you
can take to prepare your deck for
the season: 

� For safety's sake, make sure
there are no nails sticking up
from the deck or out from any
posts. Over the winter, moisture
buildup can cause expansion and
contraction of wood which can
loosen nails.  

� A clean deck is a durable
deck, so clean it thoroughly
every one to two years and re-
stain every two to four years. A
deck and outdoor furniture can
be cleaned, stained, and rid of
mold, wood rot, mildew stains
and algae, in two weeks or less.
To complete the job quickly, be
prepared with the right tools: a
power sprayer or garden hose,
scrub brush, drop cloths and a
large staining/paint brush.  

� Before staining or sealing
your deck, make sure the surface
has been prepped. Not only does
the deck need to be free of debris,
the deck needs to be cleaned
properly. If the deck is dirty,
scrub it with a proper cleanser,
such as Cabot's Problem-Solver
Wood Cleaner, then rinse it with

clean water and allow it to dry for
two to three days before staining.  

� Choose the right stain or
sealant. Water-based finishes dry
quickly, so oil-based stains should
be used if you are finishing your
deck in the heat. Oil-based stains
used on decks, such as Cabot's
Decking Stains, should penetrate
deep into wood and contain a
tough alkyd resin for scuff resis-
tance. Also available are stains
containing 100 percent acrylic
resin, like Cabot's Solid Color
Decking Stains, which provide a
tough, scuff- and water-repellent
finish, yet are breathable. 

� Decks and porches can give
way if they are old or improperly
built. Scrutinize them for rotting
or split wood; wobbly handrails;
loose, rusting or missing hard-
ware; warped floorboards; and
weakening supports, girders or
joists.  

� Beware of welcome mats
on decks. They can collect mois-
ture and dry out too slowly,
which can lead to water damage
and/or wood rot. After precipita-
tion, be sure to dry out the mat
and allow the deck to dry.  

� Think about where you
place your grill. Placing a hard
rubber door mat underneath it
will keep your deck free of stains.
If grease drips onto your deck,
use a household cleaner to wipe it
clean.  

For more advice on caring for
decks, visit www.CabotStains.com. 

"It's easy to forget that decks
need maintenance and care just
as your lawn or roof does," says
Morris. "By performing routine
checks and taking care of the
warning signs, homeowners can
extend the life of their decks so
they can be enjoyed for years to
come."

Before the grill, check the deck

STATEPOINT MEDIA PHOTO
Decks need maintenance and care to withstand weather and
normal usage.

WASHINGTON (AP) – Maytag
Corp. said March 10 that it has vol-
untarily recalled about 1.6 million
refrigerators due to an electrical
problem that could create a fire
hazard.
The problem has led to 16 inci-

dents ranging from smoke damage
to major kitchen damage, Maytag
said.
The company and the U.S. Con-

sumer Product Safety Commission
said the recall – the nation's largest
involving refrigerators, according
to federal authorities, involves
some Jenn-Air, Amana, Admiral,
Magic Chef, Maytag, Performa by
Maytag and Crosley side-by-side
and top freezer refrigerators. They
were sold from January 2001
through January 2004 at depart-
ment and appliance stores and by
homebuilders.

The refrigerators, which sold for
$350 to $1,600, came in black,
bisque, white and stainless steel.
Those with bottom freezers are not
included in the recall.
The recall notice said an electri-

cal failure in the relay component
that turns on the refrigerator's com-
pressor can cause overheating and
pose a serious fire hazard.
Maytag, a unit of Whirlpool

Corp., said 41 refrigerator ignition
incidents have been reported, with
16 resulting in various degrees of
damage.
Consumers were advised to con-

tact Maytag to find out if their re-
frigerator is included in the recall
and to set up a free in-home repair.
Its toll-free number is 866-533-9817.
The company said refrigerators

should not be returned to the stores
that sold them.

Maytag voluntarily recalls
1.6 million refrigerators
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Ric’s Remodeling
270-704-9306 

Ric Carder, Owner

Stained Concrete
for walls & floors

�� Acid etched in many colors

�� Marble or faux tile

�� Ideal for improving the 
appearance of new or old 
concrete floors

�� Will not  chip or wear like 
painted floors

�� More economical than ceramic tile
Local Refrences Available

Hometown Loan Co., Inc
215 N. Main St., Marion, KY

270-965-0003

with a home
improvement

loan 
from your

friends and
neighbors at

Get Spring Started

Jackie Cook CSR,    Phyllis Wright Manager

Serving 
Individuals 

& 
Contractors

Since 1985

We Haul 
Sand & Rock For:

• Driveway Construction
• Landscaping

Jason Hatfield, Owner/Operator
321 E. Bellville St., Marion, KY

Licensed & Insured  •  Master License #6688

270-704-1586

New Construction  �� Remodeling  
Water Heater Replacement �� Repair & Service Work

Sewer & Water Line Replacement
Also Offering Sewer & Drain Cleaning

MemberMember

CRITTENDEN FARM SUPPLY
312 W. Gum St., Marion, KY

(270) 965-3066 M-F 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Landscaping
• Fencing
• Fertilizer
• Mulch
• Lawn and 
Pasture Seed

Seasonal Plants Arriving
Spread Your Seed, 

Fertilizer, Lime With Our 
Tow Behind Broadcaster!

Garden
• Brussell Sprouts
• Broccoli
• Cabbage
• Cauliflower
• Onions
• Tomato Plants
• Strawberries
• Lettuce

HHHHEEEE AAAA DDDD QQQQ UUUU AAAA RRRRTTTT EEEE RRRR SSSS

Our Greenhouse 

Will Soon 
Be In Bloom!

Buying furniture 
used a bargain
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

Furniture is a major purchase
for many families. Good quality
used furniture may be more
durable and better looking than
poor quality new furniture. Take
time to shop carefully to get the
best value for the money spent.
Compare prices on items that
you need. Then buy well-built,
good quality pieces in a style that
you like since you will live with it,
look at it and use it every day.

THINK ABOUT...
Here are some things to think

about before buying furniture:
� Which pieces of furniture do

you need the most? Plan to buy
them first.

� What will the furniture be
used for? In a small apartment or
house, you need furniture that
has more than one use--a couch
that can also be used for sleep-
ing or a table with extra leaves to
make it bigger.

� How long will the furniture
be needed? Do you want it to
last “forever” or for a few years?

� How much care will you be
giving it?

� What size limitations are
there? Measure the space
where you plan to put the furni-
ture. Then measure the piece
that you are planning to buy.
Does it fit into the room? Can
you get it through doorways, hall-
ways and stair wells?

� How much can you afford to
spend? There are a variety of
places to buy furniture, and at-
tractive, comfortable furniture
comes in all price ranges.

Used furniture can be a bar-
gain if you choose it carefully.
Check the newspaper ads and
watch for bulletin board notices
in apartment buildings, offices,
supermarkets and laundries.
Other good places to look for
used furniture include:

� Auctions
� Garage sales
� Good Will and Salvation

Army stores
� Used furniture stores
Save money by doing some

work on restoring furniture your-
self. Can you refinish or repair
some pieces? Upholster or slip-
cover others? With a little imagi-
nation, you may see a way to
restyle some pieces. Some fur-
niture may only need a good
cleaning or a bit of repair to be
useful again. Do you have the
skills and tools needed to do the
work? Big repairs can make a
used piece of furniture too ex-
pensive unless you can make
them yourself.

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

The purchase of a major appli-
ance is a major expenditure. Se-
lection of the best appliance to
meet your needs and ultimate use
is important. The questions below
are to help you think through
your purchase decision.

� What do you need? Major ap-
pliances come in many sizes and
with varying features. Think about
your lifestyle, what features you
will use and what size is best for
your immediate and future needs.
As the features increase, so does
the cost of the appliance. Think
about the features and ask your-
self if you will use them. Are they
important to your use of the ap-
pliance?

� Consider the care required in
maintaining this appliance. Look
for an appliance with smooth con-
struction, few cracks and seams
where soil can accumulate, and
materials that do not require spe-
cial cleaning products.

� Will the appliance fit in the
space you currently have or will
you need to remodel to make
space for a larger appliance?

� Will there be installation
costs? Some major appliances
may require special electrical out-
lets, gas connections or water
lines. These additional costs
should be considered along with
the purchase price of the appli-
ance.

� Consider the operating costs
and maintenance costs. Most
major appliances come with an
energy label that provides an esti-
mate of the cost to operate that
particular appliance. It may be de-
sirable to pay more for an appli-
ance that will cost less to operate,
thus saving money over the life-
time use of the appliance.

� Where will you obtain help
when the appliance needs to be re-
paired? The availability of this
should be considered when pur-
chasing the appliance.

� Read the guarantee that
comes with the appliance. Be sure
that you understand what is and
what is not included in the guar-
antee and who pays for it. What is
the time period for the guarantee?
Does it include labor and parts or
just parts?

� Appliances come with several
‘seals of approval’. Important ones
to look for that give assurance for
safety are the UL (Underwriters’
Laboratory) seal for electrical and
fire safety; and the AGA blue star
emblem (American Gas Associa-
tion) for safety and performance
standards on gas appliances.

More online
For tips on buying major 
appliances and furniture, visit the
U.K. Cooperative Extension Service
www.ca.uky.edu

Major appliances can
be a major purchase



PRESS RELEASE
FRANKFORT, Ky – Signs have

begun popping up on street cor-
ners across the commonwealth of-
fering assistance with tree
trimming and debris removal.
Trucks with out-of-state license
plates are showing up in neighbor-
hoods hit by the recent ice storm. 
“This is a time when Kentuck-

ians may need to show a little less
Southern hospitality,” said Sharon
P. Clark, commissioner of the Ken-
tucky Department of Insurance
(DOI). “We urge consumers to use
caution when selecting someone to
assist with clean-up and debris re-
moval.”
In the aftermath of any disaster,

Clark said consumers should deal
only with reputable companies and
should ask for proof of general lia-
bility and workers’ compensation
insurance. In addition, some mu-
nicipalities may require a special
permit or license for those working
in the disaster area. Check with the
Better Business Bureau or local
Chamber of Commerce for assis-
tance in locating reputable compa-
nies to handle storm clean-up.
Kentucky residents are advised

to remember some basic informa-
tion for dealing with the aftermath
of any natural disaster:
Understand there is a cost when

dealing with a public adjuster. Ken-
tucky has 26,000 licensed adjusters,
and DOI has authorized about 800
more to enter the state on an emer-
gency basis to assist with ice storm
claims. The majority work for in-
surance companies with no cost to
the consumer. Public adjusters,
however, work on a consumer’s be-

half and are paid a fee or a per-
centage of any claim paid. This
could leave the insured without
enough money to make necessary
repairs.
Know what your policy covers

and what your company expects of
you during the claims process. DOI
has received reports of incorrect in-
formation being disseminated re-
garding what is covered by
insurance and how to handle the
claims process. Don’t assume food
spoilage is covered without calling
your agent or checking your policy.
Don’t purchase a generator under
the assumption that your insurer
or the federal government will re-
imburse you. While temporary
steps should be taken to prevent
further damage (place a tarp on the
roof or remove water from a base-
ment), no permanent repairs
should be made until the adjuster
has finished reviewing the claim.
Consumers should keep receipts
for any temporary repairs made
and take photos to document the
damage.
A decision about extending the

time to pay premiums would be
made by companies, not DOI. DOI
has received a number of calls

from consumers who say they have
asked their insurers for an exten-
sion or leniency in paying premi-
ums due during or immediately
after the ice storm. Consumers say
they have been advised to contact
DOI to request this service. Indi-
vidual insurers would make any
determination regarding a pre-
mium payment extension, not
DOI.
Make claims as soon as possible

but take care of immediate needs.
DOI has received information that
some consumers are being told
they must make claims immedi-
ately. While it is best to make
claims as soon as possible, some
damage may not be obvious right
away, and waiting a few days is not
going to cause a problem. 
“Companies understand that

those without power for days are
dealing with more immediate
needs at this time,” said Commis-
sioner Clark.  “Kentuckians don’t
need added panic over filing an in-
surance claim.”
Patience remains the key. In a

widespread disaster, such as the re-
cent ice storm, it may take several
days after a claim is reported for an
adjuster to assess the damage. In
some parts of the state, insurance
personnel are unable to enter areas
due to blocked roads and downed
power lines. Once it is safe to enter
an area, additional delays may
occur because of the widespread
damage. 
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Commercial 
and Residential 

Pest Control.
Termite Treatments of 
Spot & Pre-Treatment

For Free Estimates Call

Del BrantleyʼsDel Brantleyʼs
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

(270) 988-2422
Cell: 836-0649

NPMA and KPC Member

Mowing • Mulching
Leaf Pick-Up

Gutter Cleaning
Commercial/Residential

CALL 
965-3023 OR 704-0336

RAY AGENT, OWNER

Licensed & Insured

DOI offers tips to policy holders
dealing with cleanup of disasters

More online
After the Storm Has Passed
Find it at doi.ppr.ky.gov/kentucky 
under Free Publications.

Understanding 
insurance policy 
key in disasters
PRESS RELEASE
FRANKFORT, Ky. – Reading and

understanding your insurance pol-
icy can prevent unnecessary confu-
sion and expense, particularly
during natural disasters such as the
recent ice storm.
“Consumers should not assume

something is covered without first
checking the policy,” said Sharon P.
Clark, commissioner of the Ken-
tucky Department of Insurance. “If
there is any question about reim-
bursement, call your agent before
incurring the expense.”
Clark reminds consumers that

most policies do not cover living ex-
penses when not necessitated by an
insured loss.
“If you leave your house because

there is no electricity, your insur-
ance company is not going to reim-
burse you for those hotel expenses,”
she said. “However, if you leave
your house because a tree has fallen
on the roof, making it unsafe to stay
there, additional living expenses
generally will be covered.”
To assist consumers with com-

mon concerns, the department has
developed these frequently asked
questions:

� A tree on my property fell on
my neighbor’s house. Whose insur-
ance pays?
In most cases, the homeowner’s

insurance policy of the person who
has the damage will pay for the loss.
If your tree falls on your neighbor’s
property and there is no well-docu-
mented proof that the tree was dis-
eased or that you were somehow
negligent, your neighbor’s home-
owner’s insurance policy covers the
loss.

� If my neighbor’s tree falls on
my car, whose insurance pays?
Your auto insurer would pay if

your neighbor’s tree falls on your
car but only if you have compre-
hensive coverage. There is no cov-
erage if you only have liability
coverage on your auto policy.

� The ice storm damaged my
trees and shrubs. Will my insurance
pay for replacements?
No, landscaping is not an insured

loss.
� If there is damage to my shed,

garage or outbuildings, will my in-
surance cover the damage?
Yes, if coverage for the outbuild-

ing is included under your home-
owner’s policy.

� If the power goes off and I rent
a generator to keep my house
warm, will insurance cover the cost?
In most cases, no.
� Will insurance cover the cost

of removing fallen trees if the tree
did not damage insured property?
Some homeowner’s policies have

a set amount available for removal
of trees or debris but usually only if
part of a covered loss. Check your
policy or call your agent.
Consumers may contact the

Kentucky of Department of Insur-
ance at 800-595-6053 for additional
information or to file a complaint.

American Pride
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Decks • Custom Storage Buildings

Repairs & Remodeling
Storm Clean-up • Painting 

Siding • Roofing • Landscaping
References Available

Call Sean Shuecraft (270) 243-0509
You Name It - We Can Do It!

Inside City LimitsInside City Limits
•Fire & Police Protection
•Paved Streets
•Sewer & Water System
•Underground Utilities
•Restricted Development
•Picturesque Lots
•Breathtaking views of Marion and
Fredonia Valley
•One of the highest points in   
western Kentucky
•Local Developer
•Average Size lot is three-quarters 
of an acre
•Watch deer & turkey in your backyard
•Plenty of shady building spots
•Less than 2 miles from town

LLOOTTSS SSTTAARRTTIINNGG 
AATT $$1122,,000000
Richard Cruce

Developer

(270) 965-3633 • (270) 969-0158
126 Briarwood Dr.
Marion, KY 42064

HILLCRESTHILLCREST
OVERLOOKING MARIONOVERLOOKING MARION

• Flat Work 
• Poured Walls 
• Basements 
• Sidewalks
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

270-965-4359 • 270-965-1513 • 270-965-9727
RONNIE THOMAS • ZACH THOMAS • CHAD THOMAS

Member, Three Rivers Home Builders Association

Ask Us About 
Decorative Stenciling
On Concrete Surfaces
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A flower garden may seem
like a frivolous expense in these
tough economic times, but ex-
perts say there are plenty of ways
to cultivate a beautiful and varied
collection of blooms when money
is tight.

Options for gardening on the
cheap range from the labor-inten-
sive – growing flowers from seed
– to the neighborly, such as swap-
ping plants with friends or asking
a successful gardener down the
street for cuttings, cup-of-sugar
style.

Even flower lovers without
green thumbs can find ways to
save. Those who lack the time or
expertise to do anything but stop
by a greenhouse for annuals can
cut costs by choosing low-mainte-
nance varieties that spread out in
the garden, requiring fewer plants
to fill a space. Some annuals are
cheaper when purchased as bulbs
rather than plants.

Still, there is no way around it:
Achieving significant savings can
take time and effort.

``Growing things from seed is
absolutely the cheapest way to go,''
said Ann Hancock, a horticultur-
alist at Michigan State University's
DeLapa Perennial Garden in East
Lansing, Mich. ``You pay a pre-
mium for buying already-started
plants from a greenhouse.''

To novices, nurturing plants
from seed may seem tricky and
tedious. It can require close atten-
tion over several weeks, with no
guarantee of success.

Hancock and other horticul-
turalists suggest some simple
steps:

� Plant the seeds in sterile
seed mix rather than potting soil,
to avoid weeds and fungus that
can weaken or even kill young
plants. It's OK to plant the seeds
densely. Start them about six
weeks before you intend to plant
them outside.

� Use clean containers with
holes in the bottom for good
drainage. Wash them in a solution
of bleach and water for at least
three minutes if they've been used
before. There's no need to invest

in new plastic pots – even paper
cups will work.

� Keep the seed mix moist by
checking it frequently and mist-
ing it with a sprayer, rather than
pouring water on it.

� After planting the seeds,
cover the container with plastic
wrap to help prevent them from
drying out.

� To ensure adequate light
and minimize the risk of the
seedlings drying out, put the con-
tainers under a fluorescent shop
light or ultraviolet light rather
than in direct sunlight. Hang the
light about 3 inches above the
containers.

� When the plants come up,
remove the plastic wrap.

� When the plants become
seedling size, transplant them to a
tray with cells, using soilless mix
and putting one plant in each cell.

� When the seedlings get
three or four leaves, they're ready
to go into the garden.

Plants that can be started in-
doors or seeded directly into the
garden include zinnias, marigolds,
snapdragons, sunflowers and nas-
turtiums.

Sunflowers in particular can be
started from seed pretty easily,
and there are many kinds to
choose from, said Charlie Nar-
dozzi, a National Gardening Asso-
ciation horticulturist based in

Burlington, Vt.
``Some of the newer varieties

are not as big as the old varieties,
and they have multiple heads,''
Nardozzi said. ``They produce
from midsummer right to frost.''

A bonus with sunflowers: bird-
seed.

Other good varieties to start in-
doors from seed include cosmos,
petunias and cleome, also known
as spider flower.

Plugging into a network of
flower enthusiasts can be another
way to save, said Ellen Hartranft, a
horticulturist at Brookside Gar-
dens, a public botanical park in
Wheaton, Md.

Check your local botanical
garden for plant society shows
and sales, go to charity plant sales
or take part in garden club plant
exchanges.

``If you can't find a formal sale,
just ask your friends and neigh-
bors. If someone you know has a
beautiful garden, they're often
willing to share cuttings or divi-
sions,'' Hartranft said. Spring is an
ideal time to ask, because that's
when gardeners are often dividing
perennials into multiple plants.

``It's a good way to get a more
established plant even than you
would if you purchased it at a
nursery,'' she said. ``A division of a
sturdy, successful, hearty plant is
more likely to succeed in your
garden.''

Day lilies, bee balm, black-
eyed susan, phlox, live forever and
hostas are among easy-to-divide,
easy-to-care-for perennials.

For novices, buying plants
from a greenhouse is often the
safest option, Nardozzi said.

Greenhouse annuals that grow

to cover a lot of ground include
impatiens, petunias, cosmos, snap-
dragons and marigolds. Annuals
and perennials that can be
cheaper if purchased as bulbs in-
clude caladiums, begonias and
dahlias.

And plant prices come down
after peak growing season.

``They might be a little ragged-
looking, but you can save 40 or 50
percent,'' Nardozzi said. The plants
can bounce right back with a little
tender loving care, he added.

Gardeners in areas with poor
soil can save by creating raised
beds, building up the sides with
cinderblocks, brick or other mate-
rial and then putting fresh soil in,
to lessen the chance the soil will
flatten out or leach away and have
to be replaced, Nardozzi said.

Those who decide to skip flow-
ers this year would do well to put
in a cover crop such as buckwheat
or rye grass that can be cut or
turned under, Nardozzi said. That
will look nice, build up the soil's
fertility for next year's garden and
help control weeds.

Still, even in the Great Depres-
sion people had flower gardens,
Hartranft noted.

``People can actually grow veg-
etables in their flower borders,''
she said. ̀ `The act of gardening re-
lieves stress, and it's important to
have beauty when you're sur-
rounded by depressing news.''

Added Michigan State's Han-
cock: ``I would never advocate
buying flowers if you have a
house payment or an electricity
bill to pay. But having said that, if
you have your basics covered, you
know, flowers are good for the
soul.'
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Start small in spring. Watch
carefully in summer. Plant daf-
fodils in fall.

If you're thinking about creat-
ing your first flower garden in
2009, following those three steps
will give you a good chance at
success, a low-cost test to judge
whether horticulture is for you,
and a basic introduction to the
joys and successes that await if
you continue next year.

START SMALL
You'll be happiest if you con-

tain yourself to a small plot. It
may not be easy to rein in your
plans, especially when you come
across photos of spectacular land-
scapes in the countless catalogs
and online offers that will in-
evitably come your way. Failure is
a constant in gardening, but suc-
cess in a small space is far prefer-
able to an ambitious undertaking
that leads to dying plants and rag-
ing weeds.

Besides, if after one year you
find out gardening's not for you,
you'll have spent less time, money
and effort to find out. And if your
little plot flourishes, and you find
yourself delighted, you'll have a
better idea of what you're in for as
you expand your space, try new
plants and test more complicated
techniques in 2010.

With that in mind, your first
step is to pick out a good spot, as-
suming you have a choice. If your
climate is temperate, you'll want
as much sun as possible. As you
gain experience you'll want to
deal with the challenges and plea-
sures of gardening in the shade,
but that can wait. (Would-be gar-
deners in the hottest parts of the
country have special require-
ments and should seek local ad-
vice.)

Remember that you'll have to
drag a hose or lug a watering
bucket to your garden, so don't
put it too far from a spigot. And if
you can, place it where you can
see it from inside or where you'll
pass it every day. It's easy to ne-
glect a hidden garden.

Testing your soil and learning
how to improve it – with compost,
peat moss, manure and such – is
an important and interesting part
of gardening but that can wait
until next year. Remember, we're
sticking to the basics in 2009.

The next step is to literally dig
in. Wait until spring frosts are un-
likely in your region (a date you
can get from your local Coopera-
tive Extension or other online
source) and the ground is not wet,
and then grab a pitchfork or
spade and dig down into your lit-
tle plot to break up the soil. You'll
want to remove stones, grass and
weeds and break up big clods of
earth so your baby plants can get
a foothold. Toss in some fertilizer
(ask for a balanced, time-released
type), rake it smooth, water well
and you're ready for planting.

Don't worry, just yet, about
seeds. It's great fun to start seeds
inside, giving you a head start on
the season, but it can also be
tricky – again, wait to see if you're
interested next year. This year, just
head to your local garden center
and see what annuals are for sale.

Annuals are plants that live
their entire life in one year. Peren-
nials are the ones that survive
winter and return in spring.
Under our keeping-it-simple pro-
gram, restrict yourself to annuals
this year (until fall, when we get
to the daffodils). But keep dream-

ing about the perennials, shrubs
and trees – to say nothing of veg-
etables – you can try later. After
all, you have a lifetime.

Ask for advice at the garden
center, or from gardening neigh-
bors, about which annuals might
do best in your plot: consider
marigolds and zinnias if it's really
sunny, impatiens and wax bego-
nias if you're stuck with shade.
They come in little plastic cells,
often in six-packs or flats of 24. Re-
member that they're going to get
a lot bigger, so don't overbuy. Pick
plants that are compact rather
than leggy, green rather than yel-
lowing, with buds rather than al-
ready in flower.

Water those babies when you
get them home, then head out to
your waiting garden plot with
your plants, a trowel and a water-
ing can. One by one, pop them out
of their cells, spread their roots
just a bit, dig a small hole with the
trowel and carefully set them into
the bed. Firm the soil around the
roots, then immediately water
each plant well. Next morning,
water them again.

WATCH CAREFULLY
OK, the garden is in. But you

have to keep an eye on it as you
wait for the payoff of beautiful
flowers. Don't rely on rain; keep
the watering can handy and make
sure the soil is always moist just
under the surface. In summer,
you'll have to check daily. If you
go away, employ a neighbor.

Keep after the inevitable
weeds. If mulch is available, it will
help, but your garden is small
enough, and you're watching
closely enough, that you can keep
on top of invaders.

By July, the original fertilizer
may be exhausted; add more, fol-
lowing the directions on the pack-
age. If your plants get so tall they
want to flop, use twigs or stakes to
prop them up. If any problems de-
velop, or you're invaded by deer
or other critters, go online or to
the garden center for solutions.
Horticulture and Fine Gardening
magazines, along with Martha
Stewart and many others, have
excellent sites.

Meanwhile, enjoy! Watch
those buds turn into blooms
under your care. Cut some for in-
side. Brag a little.

PLANT DAFFODILS
Come October, it's time to ex-

pand beyond your little plot and
think about next year. Buy as
many daffodil bulbs as you can af-
ford (well, keep it under 100). Pick
up fat, firm ones at the garden
center and plant them 6 to 8
inches deep wherever you'd like
to see them pop up (but not where
they'll get mowed with the grass).

As your annuals die with the
frost and winter sets in, and you
begin thinking about next year's
garden (and keeping a garden
journal), you'll know that under
the frozen soil, these wonderful,
nearly carefree bulbs are already
waiting to release bright yellow
(or white, or pink) flowers to greet
you next spring.
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W
P.OBox 538

Marion, KY 42064
(270) 965-5161

Fax (270) 965-9959

Road Boring and Pipe Jacking

Crider Sealcoating
Commercial or Residential

Wayne Crider 836-1879 / Jarret Crider 871-1479 or 988-2136

ayne Crider & Sons, Inc.

MARION
FEED MILL, INC.

501 E. Bellville Street
Marion, Kentucky 42064
270-965-2252

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
www.marionfeedmill.comr9r9s9 TMr

Control Algae With Fast Dissolving
Copper Sulfate Smart Crystals Now In-Stock!

Planting your own
flower garden can
be as easy as 1-2-3

More online
Horticulture magazine
www.hortmag.com

Fine Gardening magazine
www.finegardening.com

Martha Stewart's gardening site,
marthastewart.com/gardening

INTERNET IMAGE
If you are planting a flower garden for the first time this spring,
itʼs good to remember to start small.

More online
National Gardening Association
www.garden.org

Growing plants from seed
extension.umd.edu/
publications/PDFs/FS551.pdf

Seeds, swaps can keep gardening affordable

Almanac selects 
top planting days
FARMERSALMANAC.COM
The Farmers Almanac Gardening

by the Moon Calendar is determined
by an age-old formula and applies gen-
erally to regions where the climate is
favorable. Below is the outlook for the
rest of March:

� 18-20 Poor planting days.
� 21-22Any root crops that can

be planted now will do well.
� 23-24A barren period. Best

suited for killing pests. Do plowing
and cultivating.

� 25-26 first day favorable for
planting beets, carrots, radishes, sal-
sify turnips, peanuts and other root
crops. second day good for planting
above ground crops. Both days good
for planting vine crops and setting
strawberry plants.

� 27-28 Cultivate and spray. Do
general farm work, but no planting

� 29-30 Favorable for planting
crops bearing yield above the ground.

� 31 Seed planted now tend to rot
in ground.

Home repairs and fix-ups don’t end in
the spring! Advertise your services in  The Crittenden Press 

classifieds and be  seen year-round



UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
Spots, stains and discoloration of

carpets, upholstery and other
home furnishings textile products
happen as a result of normal fam-
ily activity in our homes. Basically,
there are two types of spots that ap-
pear. The first type is the common
stain which occurs when food is
spilled or ordinary dirt or oily sub-
stances are tracked in. These spots
are usually seen immediately and
can usually be removed without
damage to carpet or upholstery
fabrics.
A second type of stain or discol-

oration on home furnishings tex-
tiles is caused by chemicals. This
type of stain may not be apparent
for days or even months after
chemical contact. The chemical
actually changes or destroys the
dye and nothing can usually be
done to restore the dye to its orig-
inal color. Since there are few
known dyes which will resist
chemical attack, and manufactur-
ers cannot prevent their products
from coming into contact with
these chemicals, these types of
spots and stains are not covered
under most manufacturers' war-
ranties.
The only real solution for con-

sumers is in the careful use of any
household chemical products. It is
very important that you read and
carefully follow the directions.
Special attention should be given
to any precautions or warnings
that are supplied by the manufac-
turer.
Some of the more common

chemical products known to cause
problems include medications,
certain cosmetics, all household
bleaches, disinfectants, furniture
polish, certain plant foods, fertiliz-

ers and insecticides. The effect dif-
fers according to the type of chem-
ical, the environmental conditions
and the particular textile products
involved. Chemicals, for instance,
can lie dormant until a change in
humidity, temperature, moisture
or sunlight activates the chemical
reaction. This delayed reaction
then makes the spots seem to ap-
pear quickly and without cause.
For example, relatively high hu-
midity is necessary to start a
bleaching action, and many other
chemical agents require wetness
to trigger a reaction. As a result,
discoloration may occur shortly
after a carpet or upholstery fabric
is cleaned. This is not the fault of
the cleaning product or the person
doing the cleaning, but is simply
the delayed result of the chemical
reaction.
Knowledge and correct use of

the household chemicals is impor-
tant for the prevention of these
spots and stains.

IDENTIFYING CHEMICAL SPOTS
The following questions may be

helpful when trying to identify the
source of chemical spots and stains
on carpets and other household
items.

� Where is the spot located in
the house and within a room? Is it
located in teenagers room, near
baseboards, or near house plants?
What chemicals have been used or
carried into this area?

� Was the substance spilled or

tracked onto a carpet? Study the
pattern of the spot or stain. Spills
often resemble explosions and ra-
diate out from the center. They
will also generally be larger near
the Educational programs of the
Kentucky Cooperative Extension
Service serve all people regardless
of race, color, age, sex, religion, dis-
ability, or national origin. backing
than on the surface. Tracking in
from another area leaves a clearly
defined shape, such as a footprint.
These stains are usually found on
the top of the tufts of yarn.

� Does the spot have an odor?
If so, a foreign substance is pre-
sent, and the type of odor could be
a clue to its identity.

� What color are the spots? Dif-
ferent chemicals react differently
to the variety of colors and dyes
found in carpets. They also react
differently under various climatic
conditions. In general, red spots on
tan or beige carpet suggests strong
acids. Yellow stains indicate reac-
tions by strong oxidizers or bleach-
ers. Green or blue stains indicate
sunlight combined with another
substance. Note: Dye spots caused
at the mill during production are
rare and are always darker, never
lighter, than the background.

TREATMENT
Once a textile product has been

chemically stained, nothing can be
done either by an individual or a
professional cleaner to restore it to
its original color and condition. In
this case the best that can be done
is to identify the source of conta-
mination and prevent further
damage to the item. It's important
to prevent spots from occurring in
the first place by using household
chemicals with care.

STATEPOINT MEDIA

It's time to give your home a
proper spring cleaning, but it's far
too easy to miss hidden dirt --
germs, allergens and dust mites
that lurk in hard-to-reach spaces
and places we often forget to dust
or vacuum.  

To keep a healthy home, you
need to make a proper plan of
where you want to clean and
have the right tools at hand. From
sponges and mops to the right
vacuum cleaner, arming yourself
properly can help eliminate your
home's hidden health hazards
while making spring cleaning
easier on your body. 

"When it comes to ridding
your home's surfaces of dirt and
allergens it's all about being thor-
ough and making sure you don't
forget to vacuum bedding, up-
holstery and window treatments.
Most importantly, you need to
use a vacuum that maintains its
suction power as your vacuum
bag fills with dust and dirt," says
Gino Iacovella, National Market-
ing Manager for Vacuums, Pana-
sonic Consumer Electronics
Company. 

Here are some useful tips
from Iacovella and the experts at
Panasonic, for effectively and
more easily cleaning your home: 

� Don't skip surfaces. Most

people vacuum or wash their
floors, but skip other surfaces
where dust can accumulate. Be
sure to dust and vacuum walls,
ceilings, moldings, door jams,
window sills and the tops of light
fixtures or ceiling fans. 

� Window treatments and
lampshades attract dust and
germs as much as any other sur-
face in your home, but are just as
easily cleaned when using a re-
movable vacuum attachment,
such as a combo brush or crevice
tool extension. 

� Be sure your vacuum is pow-
erful enough and doesn't lose
suction as it fills with dirt. If your
vacuum loses suction midway
through its run, dirt and harmful
allergens and dust mites can es-
cape right back into your home.
For instance, Panasonic's Perfor-
mance Plus Platinum Line of Op-
tiFlow canister vacuums uses new
technology to extend the life of
the vacuums' bags by creating
better suction as the bag fills up.  

� Wash bed linens, afghans
and sofa pillow cases in 130 de-
gree hot water to kill allergens
and dust mites. Be sure to vac-
uum mattresses and pillows to rid
them of hidden dust mites. 

� If you or family members
suffer from allergies, use a vac-
uum with a HEPA filter or a

HEPA filtration telescoping
wand. These filters trap irritating
particles so they don't circulate
back into your home's air and in
this way keep your home's aller-
gens to a minimum. 

� It's easy to overlook com-
mon household mold in humid
areas, such as your bathrooms or
kitchen. Use a cleaning solution
that contains low levels of bleach
to kill mold on non-porous, hard
surfaces. 

� All that bending, stooping
and stretching can make clean-
ing hard on your body. Having
the right-sized cleaning imple-
ments like brushes and mops can
help. Use a vacuum cleaner that
makes bag removal easy. For in-
stance, Panasonic's OptiFlow vac-
uums include a bag caddy that
makes bag disposal easier be-
cause it pops out, allowing you to
simply carry it to your garbage
can. 

� Be sure to follow all usage
directions and precautions on
household cleaning products and
in your vacuum's instructions. 

"Thoroughly cleaning your
home isn't just about making it
look good. Make sure you elimi-
nate those nasty allergens, dust
mites and mold spores that can
negatively impact your family's
health," says Iacovella.
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New Construction • Remodels • Residential • Commercial
128 State Route 1668 • Crittenden Springs Rd.

Marion, Kentucky 42064

(270) 965-9261
Member Three Rivers Home Builders Association

Harold Marshall 
Jerry Marshall

MARSHALL’S 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

IVY CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

For Your Building & Remodeling Needs
CALL PAT JAMES

35 Years Experience
Carpentry, Electrical, Continuous Guttering 

Lic. #CE19449 • Master #19448
1392 Sugar Grove Church Rd.

Marion, Kentucky
270-965-5893

Member 
Home Builders Association of Kentucky 
Three Rivers Home Builders Association

Chris Brantley
270-339-2241

Karl Brantley
270-836-4985

Brantley Construction

NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELING

DOUG WOOLEY 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor
121 Blake Ln., Marion, KY 42064

270-965-4162 • 800-395-0145 • Cell (270) 836-5951
CE #6698 • ME #6697

HVAC-M00765

Planning To Build 
A New 
Home?
REMODEL 
YOUR PRESENT 
HOME OR ADD 
A GARAGE, 
PORCH OR DECK.
GIVE ME A CALL!

Vernon M. Byler
2293 Mt. Zion Church Rd., Marion, KY 42064

Prepaid Vegetable Delivery To Town 
Beginning with Strawberry Season

All Naturally Grown
Delivered Every Week
Picked Same Day

Mail your name and address to us 
and we will send your information.

Spring cleaning tips to rid your
home of hidden dirt, allergens

Removing spots, stains on carpet, 
upholstery can be tricky business

More online
For tips on cleaning, visit the
U.K. Cooperative Extension Service
www.ca.uky.edu
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BBllaacckkBBllaacckk
Stump 

Removal 
and Tree 
Trimming 

Service
Contact Dean Black 

at 270-952-1968PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS
Despite a major overhaul that includes a cheerful yellow, blue and white color scheme, the Hardin's kitchen features old cabi-
nets with new custom-made doors.

the old den. With Meteja's suggestions,
they added his-and-her closets and
overhead storage, on either side of the
doorway into the bedroom. They re-
modeled a small bathroom – keeping
the pale green tile on the lower half of
the walls – and gave it some local fla-
vor with an octagon stained-glass win-
dow made by Marion's Will Ed Arflack,
which Phillis won in a give-away from
the Crittenden County Museum.

While the entire house is warm and
inviting, it's Pippi's bathroom that
seems to get the most attention from
visitors.

Keeping up her end of the bargain,
Phillis let Pippi design the bathroom.

The end result was a very unique
Egyptian theme featuring a hand-

painted mural by former Marion resi-
dent Sherri Wright. It includes plenty
of Egyptian artifact replicas, a garden
tub and walk-in shower.

Everyone wants to know the inspi-
ration.

Pippi laughs and says surely one day
he will trace his genealogy to Egypt -
at least that might explain his fascina-
tion with the culture.

"I've always been intrigued with the
development of the pyramids and
Egyptian study," he said.

The bathroom has a life-size statute
they call King Tut, which doubles as a
linen cabinet, and two other period
statutes. But the mural above the tub,
framed by broken ceramic tile pieces,
creates the illusion of a nighttime
scene looking from a temple onto a
pyramid in the desert.

The theme is carried out from floor
to ceiling and every corner of the room
with navy blue walls to simulate dark-
ness and gold crown molding to match
the pyramids. A small black and gold
cabinet with Egyptian scenery serves as
a vanity for a modern vessel sink.

For fun – and quite fitting – the
Hardins incorporated a computer-gen-
erated picture which they purchased in
Las Vegas many years ago, showing
them seemingly dressed in Egyptian
regalia.

They were a little reluctant to show
the bathroom to one of their guests
upon completion of their home. Pippi's
cousin, Isabelle Vaughn, was among
three families who lived in the home
during the Depression. She provided
the Hardins with valuable history, in-
cluding the fact that her father built

the two rooms in the second story,
along with the staircase. Today, the sec-
ond story features two bedrooms, one
containing a beautiful old bedroom
suite belonging to Phillis' aunt Minnie
Cruce, which, interestingly, was pur-
chased by Pippi's mother at Ms. Cruce's
estate sale. The bedroom furniture was
a gift to Ms. Cruce from her husband,
purchased while the couple was on
their honeymoon in Louisiana. The
other second floor bedroom is deco-
rated with the Hardin's three grand-
children in mind, a Barbie comforter
on a bed on one side of the room, and
a Hulk Hogan bed spread on the other.
In the center of the room is another
mural painted by Wright, this one is a
garden scene depicting the three
grandchildren on a tree swing.

As she talked about her time in the

house, Vaughn also told the Hardins
about watching her grandmother
make biscuits on an old Hoosier cabi-
net.

Through that visit with Ms. Vaughn,
the Hardins realized the cabinet she
was talking about was now a refur-
bished antique standing in their dining
room. Pippi's mother always told them
it was the oldest piece of furniture in
the house.

With a few details yet to finish, the
Hardins are pleased with their handi-
work.

"This house is not just for me and
Pip, it's for his brothers and sisters be-
cause this is always going to be the
place everybody comes back to," Phillis
explains. "As long as we live here, his
brothers and sisters will always come
back."

Continued from 1B

Hardins keep 19th-century charm of family home
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